
Friendship Force Exchange #12934 – Explore China 
Gold Route: 11 Day Itinerary 

Beijing Xi’an Suzhou Hangzhou Shanghai 
April 02-April 17, 2016 

 
 

April 02 Day 1, Arrive Beijing  
Upon arriving at Beijing airport, you are met by our tour guide to be transferred to your hotel. 

 
April 03 Day 2, Beijing (Breakfast, Special Dinner) 

This morning, you will sightsee Tiananmen Square, which is noted as the largest public 
square in the world and then the Imperial Palace in the Forbidden City. Stop at a Pearl 
Factory to gain a little knowledge of fresh pearls. Later visit Summer Palace declared a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1998. In the evening, you will enjoy a Peking duck dinner, the 
region's famous dish. 
Hutong tour with rickshaw & lunch at local family.  
 

April 04 Day 3, Beijing (Breakfast, Lunch) 
The Great Wall of China is one of the seven greatest man-made wonders of the world and is 
definitely the focal point of China. You will hike along the Great Wall (Mutianyu Pass). After that, 
you will stop at a Jade Museum to learn the history of Jade. In Chinese, jade is pronounced as 
'Yu', and it has a history in China of at least four thousands years, and followed by a visit to the 
Beijing Zoo to see the lovely "Giant Pandas". The rest of the afternoon is at leisure to shop and 
explore on your own. 
 

April 05 Day 4, Beijing / Xian (Breakfast) 
Fly to Xi'an in the morning. Xi'an, the former capital of China, enjoys a rich history of 5000 
years. Upon your arrival in Xi'an, visit Small Wild Goose Pagoda, which is located inside the 
Jianfu Temple in southern Xian city and one of the famous landmark of Xian. 
Optional: Bicycle Ride on the Ancient City Wall. 

 
April 06 Day 5, Xian (Breakfast, Lunch) 

In 221 BC, Qin Shi Huang unified China and became the first emperor. When he died, an entire 
Terra Cotta Army was constructed to be buried along with the emperor. It was 
un-covered serendipitously in 1974 by farmers, and then became one of the century's 
greatest archaeological discoveries. You will visit the Terra Cotta Warriors and Horses 
Museum, and Terra Cotta Army replication factories. 
Optional: Dumpling Banquet & Tang Dynasty Stage Show. 

 
April 07 Day 6, Xian / Shanghai-Suzhou (Breakfast) 

Fly to Shanghai and be transferred to Suzhou (Lunch will be served on plane). Suzhou, 
Which dates back to 514 BC, is sometimes called the "Venice of the East". The city is famous 
for its canals and stone bridges. 
Optional: Boat ride on the Grand Canal. 

 
April 08 Day 7, Suzhou / Hangzhou (Breakfast, Lunch, Diner) 

You will visit San Tang Street which has always been regarded as the first name of Suzhou 
ancient streets. Santang Street has a long history of about 1,100 years, its layout and 
architecture are best to represent the characteristics of Suzhou's old alleys, and it has 
connections to many ancient Chinese celebrities and anecdotes. The Lingering Garden is a 
renowned classical Chinese garden and is recognized with other classical Suzhou gardens as a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site. China is known for its silk, so for sure we will take you to the Silk 
Spinning Factory. Depart for Hangzhou later. 
Lingering Garden 
 

 



 
April 09 Day 8, Hangzhou / Shanghai (Breakfast, Lunch) 

Hangzhou is one of the seven capitals of ancient China, known for its tea products. Take 
A small boat ride on the West Lake which reveals the ethereal beauty of Hangzhou's willow 
draped islands. You will admire also the Su Causeway. It was built in the fifth year of Yuanyou 
Period in the Northern Song Dynasty (1090) and has evolved since then. Later, you will have a 
cup of Chinese famous Longjing tea at Green Tea Village, and then drive you to Shanghai. 
Stop at the city's colonial European past at the Bund before check into your hotel. 
 

April 10 Day 9, Shanghai (Breakfast) 
Today you'll experience some of the modern commercial aspects of Shanghai along Nanjing 
Road and Old Street before going to the Shanghai Museum to study some of China's 
traditional culture by viewing some of the 120,000 exhibits from different dynasties. Then, take 
some time to visit the Bund, the financial center of China, similar to Manhattan's Wall Street, 
where financial transactions happen that affect both China and many other parts of the world. 
After that, visit a Gem exhibition center. 
Optional: Dinner& Permanent Show at Cirus World Shanghai-“ERA-Intersection of Time” 
 

April 11 Day 10, Shanghai (Breakfast) 
Your guide will pick you up at around 8:30am at your hotel with a private air-conditioned 
car. Then head out for nearly 50 minutes’ drive westwards to Qingpu, where the town locates. 
Zhujiajiao Ancient Town is a town with over 1,000 years of history featuring rivers, bridges, old 
streets and gardens. Small rivers crisscross the town with 36 old bridges on them. Over1, 000 
houses first built in Ming and Qing dynasties (1368-1911) stand along both sides of nine narrow 
streets. There are famous sights like Fangsheng Bridge, Baoguo Temple, town god's temple 
and Zhuxi Garden, offering different kinds of photo opportunities. 
Highlight of the tour includes a traditional sampan ride on the canals with about 20 minutes and 
at least four highlighted spots: Kezhi Garden,Tongtianhe Medicine Shop, Qing Dynasty Post 
Office and Yuanjin Meditation Room. Lunch will be in a local restaurant in the town. 
Then transfer to Seven Treasures Town which is famous for its old streets. You will be 
transferred back to Shanghai in the later afternoon at around 17:00. 
 

April 12 Day 11, Shanghai-Hometown (Breakfast)  
Enjoy some free time in the morning, and then home your sweet home. 
 
 
 
 

Main tour per person (based on twin sharing):  $2,100USD 
Single Supplement: $690.00USD  
 
 
 
 
 
Exchange Director Contact: Zia Shamsy   zia_shamsy@yahoo.com 
  


